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by Gina Bernard
Dear JELV Families,

 Thank you so much for everyone that attended our 
Kindergarten Music Concert in March.  I am so very proud 
of each student.  They danced and sang beautifully.  This 
event could not have happened without many wonderful 
teachers including Ms. Miller, Ms. Rhoads, Ms. Spivey, and 
Ms. Davidson.  Also, I would like to thank our wonderful 
Kindergarten teachers and classroom assistants who support 
the concert.

We will have our next Kindergarten registration coming up 
on April 17th.  Please share this information with all of your 
friends and family that live in Jessamine County.  The times 
will be from 10:00-1:00 and then 3:30-6:30. Parents will need 
proof of residence, birth certificate and current immunization 
certificate.  We do ask that children come with their parents to 
register.  Students can register for Kindergarten if his or her 
birthday is before or on August 1.  Current JELV preschoolers 
moving to Kindergarten do not need to come to registration.  
That information will be coming home with preschool 
students.

Preschool registration dates for the 2016-17 school year 
will be on Monday, May 22 and Tuesday, May 23, from 
10:00-1:00 and 3:30-6:30.  For students interested in tuition 
spots, parents and children will need to come on Tuesday, 
May 23 from 3:30-6:30.

by Joe Brannen and Heather Kidd ,
JELV Guidance Counselors

During the coming weeks in April, Guidance 
lessons will talk about touching safety. Your child 
will learn that safety rules include rules about 
touching.  In the Guidance lessons, children will 
learn that there are three kinds of touches:

•  SAFE TOUCHES. These are touches that keep 
you safe and are good for your body. They make 

you feel cared for, loved and important. Safe touches 
include hugging, holding hands, pats on the back, an 
arm around the shoulder, and a shot from the doctor. 

• UNSAFE TOUCHES. These are touches that are 
not good for your body and either hurt your body or 
your feelings (for example, hitting, pushing, pinching, 
kicking, and touching the private parts of your body).

• UNWANTED TOUCHES. These may be safe 
touches, yet the child doesn’t want to be touched in 
that way, by that person, or at that moment in time. It 
is okay for a child to say “No” to unwanted touches. 
Children can say “No” to any unwanted touch, even if 
the person touching them is someone they know. Help 
your child practice saying “No” in an assertive yet 
polite voice. This will help children learn how to set 
personal boundaries for keeping themselves safe.

During Guidance lessons, the children will learn the 
Touching Rule: A bigger person should not touch your private 
body parts except to keep you clean and healthy. They will 
learn that private body parts are “those parts covered by a 
swimsuit.” It is recommended that you, as parents/caregivers, 
use the anatomically correct terms when talking with your 
child about private body parts. This will ensure that if 
necessary, your child is able to communicate accurately about 
any touching questions or problems he/she may have. 

Thank you for being a partner in teaching safety to your 
child. We realize that touching safety is a sensitive topic, so 
please call us if you have any questions, Heather Kidd and 
Joe Brannen, 887-5358.



SCREEN FREE WEEK
Join in the adventure and unplug all 

electronics for the week of May 1st – 5th.
This is a time to play, read, daydream, 

create, explore, and spend time with 
family and friends.  Look for a flyer 
coming home soon in your child’s class 
folder with more details.

TRANSITION FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Thursday, May 4th • 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Come check out Gene Cordova, Ventriloquist & Kid’s 

Comedian.  Browse the Book Fair.  Meet some of your new 
Elementary staff members.  Preschool students can find out 
what to expect in Kindergarten.  Watch for a flyer coming 
soon in your child’s folder with more details.

HEALTHY FAMILIES COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
FAIR

Jessamine County is hosting a FREE community resource 
fair sponsored by the Jessamine County CECC and in 
partnership with the Jessamine County Health Check Up 
Day on Saturday May 13, 10AM to 1PM at the Jessamine 
Career and Technology Center located at 881 Wilmore Road 
in Nicholasville. Community booths, fun activities and raffled 
items will all be part of this great event.

FRC ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETINGS
The FRC Advisory Council meets several times during the 

school year and is open to the public.  The meetings begin at 
3 PM in the Family Resource Center.  Please give us a call if 
you have any questions or want to verify that a meeting date 
and time has not been changed.  The next meeting will be 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017.

Debbie Cumbie and Misty Jordan, FRC Team

April is Occupational 
Therapy Month!

by Julie Wells, MS, OTR/L
Occupational Therapist

Each year in April, occupational therapists, occupational 
therapy assistants, students in practice, education, research, 
and science host a month long celebration showcasing the 
importance of Occupational Therapy. For millions of people, 
the service of occupational therapy is a lifeline. People of 
all ages receive it to help them participate in the activities of 
their daily life. 

In the school setting, Occupational Therapists use a variety 
of strategies and activities with children to promote the 
development of fine motor, visual motor, visual perceptual 
skills, and sensory integration thus enabling students to 
become self-sufficient, successful students in the classroom. 

by Emmi D. Marcum, M.A.  CCC/SLP
Speech Language Pathologist

Children in preschool and kindergarten often go through 
periods of time where they repeat words or parts of word.  
These repetitions can be referred to as stuttering.  These 
periods of normal stuttering often go along with an increase 
in language skills.   If your child displays repetitions in their 
speech there are several things you can do:
• Maintain eye contact while they are speaking to you
• Allow them to finish what they are trying to say
• Use a slow, easy style of speaking when talking with them

This type of stuttering can be a normal part of 
development.  If you would like more information on this 
topic, contact a Speech Therapist

Stacy Green, Emmi Marcum, Kelly Embree, and Cheryl Hager





by Kathy T. Fields

School-based decision making (SBDM) councils 

present an incredible opportunity for parents to become 

involved in their child’s school and to initiate positive 

change, improving the educational experience for all 

students. SBDM councils have school-level authority 

to make impactful decisions involving curriculum, 

instruction, budget, personnel, and scheduling, as well as 

responsibility for facility-management and other student-

related issues.  School principals, along with parent and 

teacher representatives, elected to serve on the council 

by their respective 

peers, are tasked with 

meeting the needs 

of each and every 

student.  

SBDM council 

parent representative 

elections are taking 

place this spring and as outlined by Kentucky law, 

the elections will be conducted by the largest parent 

organization in the school.  As a parent, your vote has the 

potential to dramatically impact your child’s education, 

as those elected will share in policy decisions that affect 

many aspects of student learning.  As stakeholders in our 

district, you have the right, as well as the responsibility, to 

be informed about the candidates and their views and to 

select those who will best represent not only your child’s 

interests, but who will also serve the needs of every 

student in your child’s school.  

Participating in our SBDM elections is crucial, but 

there are also other ways that you can become involved.  

Communicate with the parent council members; they 

represent you!   Share feedback and your views on the 

important decisions that they face.  You might also 

consider volunteering as a committee member. All schools 

have committees that work on specific issues including 

curriculum, discipline, and facilities. These groups make 

reports and recommendations to the SBDM council for 

policy consideration and provide a way for you to become 

involved on issues that are 

of particular interest to you.  

Or, how about running for 

the SBDM council?  Parents 

can nominate themselves or 

be nominated by someone at 

the school.  Check with your 

child’s school for election 

information or contact your school principal with further 

questions.  

Please know that you can make a difference in your 

child’s education.  Decades of research studies show 

that when parents are involved, students have increased 

motivation, improved self-esteem, better attendance and 

higher grades.  When schools and families work together 

to support learning, everyone benefits: parents become 

empowered, teacher morale improves, schools are more 

effective and communities grow stronger.  And, most 

importantly, students perform better in school and in life. 

SBDM Councils-Working Together for Student Success

 As a parent, your vote has the potential to 
dramatically impact your child’s education, as 
those elected will share in policy decisions that 

affect many aspects of student learning.  


